assessment statements.

In our original comments in Docket 80-286, we supported state administration of federal
funds. However, given the requirements of the 1996 Act for separate and distinct universal
service support mechanisms at the state and federal levels and the "large-scale information
processing and data base capabilities” that will be necessary to manage the fund, we believe that
the FCC should designate a third party administrator for federal fund administration. We
believe that NECA has done an excellent job of administering the fund in the past and we would
support their continued oversight and administration of the federal fund in the future.

HI. Conclusion

The PaPUC appreciates the opportunity to provide comment in this important Docket and
asks the Commission to adopt universal service rules consistent with the comments expressed
herein. The PaPUC looks forward to participating in future stages of this proceeding, including
the filing of reply comments.

Respectfully submitted,

L St

Maur A. Scott
Assistant Counsel

Veronica A. Smith
Deputy Chief Counsel

Attorneys for the

Pennsylvania Public Utility

Commission

P. O. Box 3265

Harrisburg, PA 17105-3265
Dated: April 11, 1996 Telephone: (717) 787-3639
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